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How long would you walk, if the Devil sauntered up to you of an evening, and journeyed alongside

of you? Young Goodman Brown is led by the Devil to a midnight ritual, where fire, blood, and water

change his opinions of the nature of humanity.
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This publication of collected Hawthorne stories is a quite useful anthology. With 20 separate stories

of the greatest renown and variety included; the reader gets a very fine spread of excellent short

stories by one of America's most accomplished writers.The title story, "Young Goodman Brown" is

perhaps the best example of his famous short stories. In this tale, Young Goodman Brown takes a

small trip down a path into the forest to contemplate a pact with the devil. His guilt is overwhelming.

But, he notices something special on his way to meet Satan. He notices all the fine people of Salem

who are gathered in front of himself, already in good association with the Dark Lord.Hawthorne's

descriptions are stark and heavily descriptive. His imagery is inescapable. And his social

commentary is quick of wit and not very accepting of hypocrisy. He truly crafted his stories in a fine

and substantial manner, such that they read fresh, even today so many years after their initial

publication.Of special note is "Dr. Heidegger's Experiment." The good Doctor wishes to conduct a

behavioral experiment. He invites 4 of his close and elderly friends to the house. And he produces a

flask of water from the "Fountain of Youth." The Doctor is successful in getting his guests to believe

the source and act in accordance, seeing themselves all of a sudden much younger and spry.Of



particular interest is Hawhorne's own footnote to the story at the end which indicates that some

have accused him of plagiary from another story by Alexander Dumas, but since he had written this

one far before Dumas'; it is but Dumas' who gives him the honor of borrowing his original idea.
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